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House: Amtrak’s Been Cut Enough!

BARE BONES AMTRAK FUNDING
“For Amtrak, the committee has provided $613
mill.—$602 mill. in new appropriations and $11 mill.
by transfer from previously appropriated funds. This
amount is $34 mill. below Amtrak’s request, and in my
opinion, represents a truly ‘bare bones’ approach for
Amtrak’s funding needs. At this level, capital spend-
ing can be used only for the most critical safety-
related items. Any cuts below this amount will cause
the serious deterioration of the national Amtrak route
system.”
—Rep. William Lehman (D-FL), Chairman,
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,

introducing HR 5205, FY 1987 transportation
appropriations bill, on the House floor on July 30
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Cape Cod was added to Amtrak’s national system with the July 3
start of New York-Hyannis “Cape Codders.” The new summer
weekend trains—operated by Amtrak, funded by Massachusetts—
are carrying very large crowds. Trains operate over Amtrak: NY-
Attleboro, MA (200 miles); and Conrail/Bay Colony: Attleboro-
Hyannis (64 miles). Latter segment was rebuilt with $15 million
appropriated by Congress in 1983 ($5 mill. in DOT approps. bill, $10
mill. in jobs bill) at the urging of Rep. Silvio Conte (R-MA), Rebuilt
segment has welded rail, and completion of new train signalling
system will lead to faster speeds and shorter schedule. The cape had
been without interstate passenger trains since the end of New York,
New Haven & Hartford Rr. service in late 1964.

Members Blame Recent Service
Decline on Earlier Budget Cuts

On July 30, the U.S. House of Representatives rejected
three attempts to cut Amtrak’s 1987 federal appropriation,
and then passed HR 5205, the Fiscal 1987 Department of
Transportation (DOT) appropriations bill. The bill contains
$613 million for Amtrak and $17 million for the Northeast
Corridor Improvement Project (NECIP).

[In aseparate action, on August7, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee passed a DOT bill containing $595 million
for Amtrak and $12 million for NECIP. Action by the full
Senate is expected in mid-September.]

In the House, three appropriations amendments threa-
tened Amtrak funding. The first, authored by Rep. Richard
Armey (R-TX), sought to cut Amtrak by $61 million from the
$613 million level contained in the bill. It would also have
cut $22 million in rail construction funds from Washing-
ton’s rapid transit system, and $43 million in construction
funds from Washington’s two airports, National and Dulles.

Speaking in support of the amendment were Reps.
Armey, Virginia Smith (R-NE), and Duncan Hunter (R-CA).
Speakingin opposition were Reps. William Lehman (D-FL),
chairman of the Transportation Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, Silvio Conte (R-MA), Lawrence Coughlin (R-PA),
Dan Glickman (D-KS), Bob Carr (D-MI), Steny Hoyer (D-
MD), Stan Parris (R-VA), Michael Barnes (D-MD), Al Swift
(D-WA), Frank Wolf (R-VA), and Barbara Mikulski (D-MD).
The amendment was rejected 344-77.

The second amendment was offered by Hank Brown
(R-CO) and was aimed exclusively at Amtrak. It would have
cut Amtrak by $22 million, from $613 to $591 million.

Speaking in support of the amendment were Reps.
Brown, Hunter, Armey, and Dan Coats (R-IN). Coats made
the astounding statement that ““if you are really interested
in Amtrak, if you really want to save Amtrak as a national
system, you will vote for the Brown amendment. Make no
mistake about it, a vote for Amtrak is a vote for the Brown
amendment, and vice versa” [Congressional Record, July
30, p. H5056]. Speaking against the amendment were Reps.

(continued on page 3)




How the House of Representatives Voted

Four rollcall votes affecting Amtrak’s FY 1987 federal appropriation occurred in the U.S. House of Representatives on
July 30. Here are the votes, listed by state delegation. ® indicates a pro-Amtrak vote, while a blank indicates an
anti-Amtrak vote. # indicates “not voting.” (The Speaker [O’Neill] ordinarily does not vote.) Numbers to the left of the
names indicate congressional district (AL = at large).

A) First vote was on Armey amendment to '87 transportation appropriations bill, It sought to cut Amtrak funding by
$61 million, and would also have cut funds to Washington's Metrorail and airports. Amendment was defeated 344-77-10.

B) Second vote was on Brown amendment to '87 transportation appropriations bill. It sought to cut Amtrak funding
by $22 million, and was day’s only vote aimed exclusively at Amtrak. Amendment was defeated 248-169-14.

C) Third vote was on another Armey amendment to ‘87 transportation appropriations bill. It sought to cut bill and its
contents 1% across-the-board—in Amtrak’s case, by $6 million. Amendment was defeated 270-143-18.

D) Fourth vote was on HR 5205 itself, the '87 transportation appropriations bill. Bill was passed 329-87-15, (A “yes’
here doesn’t necessarily mean legislator supports Amtrak, but it does give you an opportunity to thank some perennial
Amtrak opponents for casting a vote you liked.)
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House (continued from page 1)

Lehman, Conte, Coughlin, John Dingell {D-MI), Tim Wirth
(D-CO), Patricia Schroeder (D-CO), Bill Richardson (D-
NM), and Thomas Carper (D-DE). The amendment was
rejected 248-169. [Last year’s only comparable amendment
to cut Amtrak’s appropriation—Richardson’s of Sep. 11,
1985—was defeated 245-173].

The third amendment, also offered by Armey, sought to
cut the entire DOT appropriations bill and each of its com-
ponent parts—such as Amtrak—by 1.2% ‘“‘across-the-

board.” This would have cost Amtrak about $6 million.

Speaking in favor were Armey and Hunter. Speaking
againstwere Lehman, Coughlin, and Glickman. The amend-
ment was defeated 270-143,

The House of Representatives then passed the bill, HR

5205, by a vote of 329-87.
The following are excerpts from the House debate.
William Lehman: “l would remind Members that Amtrak
is not like other grant programs. It is a going concern. While
it might be feasible and practical to freeze grant programs
year after year, it is not at all feasible to continue to freeze
or further reduce funding for such a going concern like
Amtrak. They have increasing labor costs and other operat-
ing costs that have to be paid, week by week and month by
month. They have to replenish their capital equipment.
That is behind schedule. All we are doing when we make
cuts such as [Mr. Armey] has proposed is to defer mainte-
nance, defer capital investment, and reduce the quality of
service, which in turn reduces ridership” [p. H 5038].
John Dingell: “Critics of Amtrak think we are spending
too much money on the system, But the fact is that we are
probably spending too little, and are probably having an
adverse impact upon the earning capacity of the system.
“As a result of budget cuts imposed over the last year,
Amtrak has been forced into deferred maintenance and
other cost-cutting practices that not only harm the quality
and efficiency of service but threaten safety as well. It is
grossly unfair to continue to cut funding for Amtrak and
then accuse the railroad of not operating well or properly.
“Let me give you just one example. In order to save
money, Amtrak has stretched the intervals between main-
taining locomotives from 800,000 to 1 million miles. That is
more than the manufacturer recommends. That move has led
to more engine failures on Amtrak runs. The consequences




of that, regrettably, are loss of passenger confidence and
charges of inefficiency. The inefficiency originated here
[House] and in the other body [Senate] and in the cuts
which were made.

“The deferral of engine maintenance has been necessi-
tated by the very kind of amendments being offered here
today. I ask you—whose fault is it? Obviously, it is the fault
of the cutters, not the fault of Amtrak. .. .[U]ntil the Con-
gress started cutting Amtrak to the bone, Amtrak had
become more cost efficient over the years and its perfor-
mance was continuing to improve. ...

“...[T]hese repeated efforts to cut Amtrak will only reap
diminishing returns. You cannot continue to cut its funds
and expect it to operate well” [p. H 5055].

Lawrence Coughlin: “I ride Amtrak once a week. Over
the past 15 years there has been a remarkable improvement
in Amtrak’s on-time performance, its operating efficiency,
and its revenue-to-cost ratio. It has been a dramatic
improvement.

“Yet in just the past year | have seen to what [Mr. Dingell]
was referring earlier. As a result of deferred maintenance
and cost-cutting, we have locomotives that stalland do not
work. We have had more failures in just the past year as a
result of this than at any time going back almost 10 years.

“l have seen it because 1 ride Amtrak” [p. H 5057].

Silvio Conte: “Let me first address some of the miscon-
ceptions contained in a ‘Dear Colleague’ letter circulated
in support of [the Brown] amendment. In that letter, it was
claimed that air travel is not subsidized. Not so! Nothing
could be farther from the truth! Although a portion of the
cost of operating the air traffic control system does come
from the aviation trust fund, which is user-fee financed, in
fact a significant portion of that cost also comes from the
general funds of the Treasury. For example, in the bill
before us, of the nearly $2.9 billion for [Federal Aviation

WASHINGTON METRORAIL NEWS

Washington’s 10-year-old heavy rail system grew to
69.6 miles with the June 7 opening of the final Orange
Line segment: Ballston-Vienna, VA. The 9-mile, 4-
station, $240 million segment is in the Interstate 66
median.

[Building 1-66 inside Washington’s Beltway was
hotly debated until U.S. Transportation Sec. William
Coleman’s 1977 pro-road ruling, which also required
an “anti-rail” Virginia to help pay for the Orange Line.
The 10-mile, $275 million 1-66 extension opened Dec.
22, 1982. The rail per-mile cost, $26.4 million, was less
than the highway’s, though the rail line was subject to
more years’ inflation.]

Two of WMATA’s 5 rail lines—Orange and Blue—
are thus completed. The system, now carrying 420,000
daily (weekday) riders, is to be 103 miles when/if
completed.

On July 6, Sunday rail service was extended: trains
now run until midnight rather than 6 PM. Because
Metrorail serves 4 Amtrak stations and National Air-
port, this extension is great news for intercity travel-
ers, of whom there are many on Sunday nights. Rail
service thus runs until 12 M daily, beginning at 6 AM
Mon.-Fri., 8 AM Sat., and 10 AM Sun.

WMATA is now offering a $5 Family & Tourist Pass:
unlimited Metrorail and Metrobus travel for 4 people
on a specific Sat., Sun., or federal holiday (not July 4),
available up to a week in advance from WMATA sales
outlets and some area hotels (Details: 202-637-7000).

NEW ALTOONA STATION

ST ko

—Photo by Roger Kerekes/Johnstown Tribune-Democrat
Another trailer bites the dust! Altoona’s (PA) new $4.5 million
transportation center, dedicated July 11, replaced a temporary
Amtrak trailer facility in use since 1974. The downtown station also
serves Greyhound, city buses, and taxis. Note the generous over-
head canopy for rail passengers—a feature lacking at too many new
stations. Other cities where trailers have recently been replaced by
permanent Amtrak stations: Omaha (trailer 1973-84), Bakersfield
(trailer 1974-85).

Administration] operations, only $691 million comes from
the trust fund. The remainder—or over $2.1 billion—is
coming from the general fund.

“I wonder if the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Brown]
wants to ground all the airplanes then?.. .l am saying that
$2.1 billion for FAA controllers comes from the general
fund. lam asking the gentleman a question: Do you wantto
ground $2.1 billion worth of the airlines’ traffic control?
You do? OK, that’s fine. The first route we are going to
ground is from Dulles and National to Denver” [p. H
5054-5055].

“ldo not think we ought to cut Amtrak now. We puta lot
of money in Amtrak, and we have fought this thing time
and time again. Goodness me, we have fought this. We
have had rollcall votes on it time and time again. This
Congress, by a majority vote, has said that we want Amtrak.
We have already cut Amtrak down by 32 percentin about 4
years. | do not see many other programs being cut that
much. | just happen to believe that Amtrak is a vital part of
our transportation system in this country and deserves to
exist” [p. H 5041]. ]

CREW TAKEOVERS—PHASE Il UPDATE
Amtrak assumed train and engine crews operating
its trains in the mid- and south-Atlantic states (June
News, p. 3) on August 20—not July 9 as originally
planned.

TRAVELERS’ ADVISORY g

Kewanee, IL, has a new Amtrak shelter. $34,000
facility, dedicated July 29, was funded by lllinois Dept..
of Transp., Burlington Northern Rr., and Amtrak.

Heritage sleeper, scheduled to run on Los Angeles-
New Orleans “Sunset Ltd.” through late Oct., has
been replaced by Superliner sleeper. Thus, roomettes,
bedrooms are no longer available. Train's 2 Super-
liner sleepers offer deluxe, economy, family, and
handicapped rooms.

Amtrak tickets may now be purchased with the Air
Travel Card, the world’s oldest (1936) credit card.

Dodge City, KS, Amtrak station lost ticket agent
May 1.




