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AMTRAK RIDERSHIP UP

Energy Costs Take Hold

Amtrak ridership outside the Northeast Corridor (NEC) has
been so strong in recent months that the Amtrak system as a whole
has posted gains even as the NEC, which carries half of Amtrak’s
passengers, was suffering some declines. At the same time, all
other energy-efficient modes were posting gains as well—inter-
city bus, rail freight, and mass transit—and all energy-wasteful
modes were posting dramatic reductions—intercity trucks, do-
mestic auto sales, gasoline demand, highway use, and domestic
airline traffic.

To illustrate Amtrak’s growing strength outside the NEC, con-
sider that NEC ridership dropped 4.8% in Jan. (compared with
Jan. 1979) while other short-distance trains averaged a 17.1% in-
crease and long-distance trains were up 13.9%. Overall, system
ridership for the month was up 3.6% if you adjust the 1979 figure
by eliminating the trains dropped last Oct.; even if the full 1979
figure is included, Jan. '80 was still up 0.1% over Jan. ’79.

Perhaps most impressive were the passenger-miles-per-train-
mile (PMTM) figures for long-distance trains In March, the most
recent month for which numbers were available. PMTM is rough-
ly defined as the average number of passengers on board a train
throughout its run, and results from dividing the passenger-miles
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—Frank Johnston for The Washington Post
President Carter, Govs. Brendan Byrne (N]) and Joseph Garrahy (RI), and Rep. James
). Florio (D-NJ) on May 30 at the first public signing of an intercity rail passenger bhill
(Northeast & emerging corridors, though the President talked only about the North-
east) since 1970 when the first Amtrak law was enacted. On May 22, House-Senate
conferees agreed on a budget resolution with $22 billion in budget authority for
transportation (probably not enough to save all of Amtrak); the President urged
defeat of the compromise; the House voted it down May 29; and House-Senate
negotiations resumed. The appropriations committees will determine exactly how
much Amtrak gets, and whether anything will be provided for emerging corridors.

*

a train handled by the number of miles the train runs. (A pas-
senger-mile is one passenger carried one mile; if you ride 418
miles from Chicago to St. Paul, you account for 418 passenger-
miles.)

THANK YOU, NARP MEMBERS!

It appears that letters from NARP members to many Sena-
tors played an important role in bringing into law a bill with
more money for emerging corridors than seemed possible a
few weeks ago. Thank you!

The Chicago-Seattle “Empire Builder” was up 62.4% from
March 1979, rising from 107.4 to 174.4. The Chicago-NY/Boston
“Lake Shore Ltd.” was up 25% from 110.9 to 139.5. Since these
trains were reequipped in October with Superliners and refur-
bished “headend power” cars, respectively, these figures tend to
support NARP’s longstanding claim that reliable heating, air-
conditioning, and on-time performance (see box) are all it takes
to spark a major upturn in riding on the long-distance trains.

AMTRAK RELIABILITY IMPROVES
In Feb., Amtrak trains reached their destinations on-time
on 74,8% of their runs, compared with 43.6% in Feb. 1979.
The Jan. figure was 75.0%, up from 55.5% one year earlier.

These figures are not one-month flukes. The “Builder’s” PMTM
has been up every month since the Superliners went on. The
“Lake Shore” outperformed long-distance trains as a group in
every month starting with Dec., posting a 46% Feb. increase
against a 7.5% increase that month for all long-distance trains.

The Chicago-Washington ‘“Cardinal’s” PMTM rose in each
month from Oct. to Mar., including a hefty 37.9% increase, from
51.8 to 71.4, in Mar. Growth may be even more rapid ifand when a
labor agreement can be reached to permit the train to stop in
Hamilton, OH, improving access from the Dayton area.

The average PMTM for all Amtrak trains in Mar, was 144.5—
up 13.3% from Mar., 1979 (up 7.0% if your 1979 figure excludes the
trains discontinued last Oct.). This average, of course, incorpor-

TRAVELERS’ ADVISORY—NEW SERVICES
FOR NARP MEMBERS

For up-to-date information on the rail passenger business
and how you can help, dial NARP’s prerecorded informa-
tion line, 202/546-1551. The 60-second tape will be updated
at least weekly, but will not operate during business hours
(8:30-5:30 Eastern Time, Monday through Friday).

NARP members holding a special NARP/Hertz card are
entitled to discounts up to 20% on Hertz car rentals world-
wide, effective July 1. Send a self-addressed/stamped en-
velope to NARP to get your card. Hertz, which provides
this service on its own initiative at no cost to NARP, says the
NARP office will have our supply of cards by July 1.




Actions of the NARP Board

(The last News reported on the presentations which the Board
heard at its April 24-26 meeting in Washington. Here we list the
resolutions passed and other actions taken at that meeting.)

NARP Director Samuel E. Stokes, . LR
Jr., of Alstead, NH, was elected Vice-
President, a position provided for in
the by-laws but not previously filled.

NARP President Emeritus Orren
Beaty was given a certificate con-
taining the resolution of honor and
thanks which was approved by the
Board last year and published in the
Oct. News (p. 3).

The NARP Board passed resolu-
tions praising:

® Robert ). Casey for his “unique | i
and invaluable contributions. . .as
rail transportation advocate.” Casey
“served with distinction and en-
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Samuel E. Stokes, Jr.
NARP Vice-President

thusiasm as the Executive Director of the NARP for several years”

and later was “an articulate and respected spokesperson for Am-
trak” in its Public Affairs Department. His ‘“‘dedication to the
cause of expanded and improved rail passenger service was well
known throughout the industry,” and the assembled directors
“hereby express their sincere appreciation for the services pro-
vided by Bob Casey, and for his continuing interests, support,
and friendship;”’

CONGRATULATIONS, BOB CASEY!

Our congratulations and best wishes to Robert J. Casey,
who on May 8 was named Executive Director of the Ohio
Rail Transportation Authority. Casey served as NARP Execu-
tive Director in 1973-74; in the Amtrak Public Affairs De-
partment from 1975 to Jan., 1980; and since then has done
public relations work for the National Small Business Asso-
ciation.

The Chairman of ORTA is Thomas R. Pulsifer, another
NARP member and president of the Ohio Association of
Railroad Passengers.

@ the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Company “for
continuing to operate the ‘Rio Grande Zephyr’ and not filing a
discontinuance notice this year;” and

@ Postmaster-General Bolger and Amtrak President Boyd for
“excellent cooperation” resulting in greater mail revenue for
Amtrak to date and “hopes for even more and better service’ in
the future.

The Board voted resolutions urging:

@ government action to solve the limited ability of Amtrak and
commuter railroads to procure new passenger cars, including
the elimination of “all restrictions on the ability of Canadian
manufacturers to compete in the passenger car market in the
U.S.. . .since up to 70% of the component parts are manufactured
in the U.S.;"”

. ® Congress to pass HR 7021,
which would facilitate faster sched-
ules, better track, and improved
on-time performance for Amtrak
trains;

® Congress to pass HR 6674
“which would provide $36 million
for restoration of Washington
Union Station as a passenger facility
and elimination of the ‘temporary’
station now in use;” (it was noted
that the government must pay $3.5
million per year to Washington
Terminal Company for rental of
Union Station for the next 20 years
whether or not the building is used,
and Secretary of the Interior Cecil

—Jeffrey English
Rep. James J. Florio (D-NJ), Chair-
man of the House Commerce Sub-
commiltee on Transportation &
Commerce, addresses the NARF
Board.

—FEd Wojtas

NARP President Emeritus Orren Beaty (left) accepts his certificate from President
John R. Martin.

Andrus has threatened to lock up the building if Congress again
refuses to fund needed improvements);

@ firm action to produce on-time completion of orders for new
passenger cars and track upgrading projects, including adoption
of “performance standards—with time limits for completion. . .
which, if not met, will result in retention of final payment until
timely and satsifactory completion of the project is achieved. All
contracts must include performance guarantees and parts war-
ranties;”’

® action to “initiate and improve energy-efficient” passenger
service on the emerging corridors already studied, and examina-
tion of “all other populous corridors not yet” studied;

® Amtrak and Conrail to extend the Chicago-Detroit “St.
Clair” to connect with the “Lake Shore Ltd.” in Toledo since
Amtrak estimates this would add more revenues than costs, and
Amtrak to study all other extensions which may have similarly
good economics, including extension of the Chicago-5t. Louis-
Kansas City “Ann Rutledge” to Omaha;

® Amtrak to convert to baggage cars out-of-service coaches
that would otherwise be scrapped;

@ Amtrak to initiate service extensions where crew costs would
not be increased, including extension of the Chicago-Dubuque,
1A, “Black Hawk” to Waterloo, IA;

@ Amtrak to “increase the use of promotional fares generally,”
including reinstatement of the domestically-sold USA Rail Pass,
at least during selected time periods, “and reduce fares below
present levels” during times and in “markets where such excep-
tionally aggressive marketing policies may lead to increased reve-
nues;”’

® Amtrak, in calculating the costs of providing diner and

—Ed Waojtas
Rep. Morris K. Udall (D-AZ), Chairman of the House Committee on Interior and In-
sular Affairs, (left) accepts the Golden Spike Award on behalf of Arizona Gov. Bruce
Babbitt who took the initiative to get emergency commuter rail service to flooded
Phoenix (Feb. News). Carole A, Foryst, Amtrak’s Public Affairs Vice President, is pres-
ent in recognition that the award also honors Amtrak and Southern Pacific. George
Falcon, who conceived the award, is at right.




lounge cars, to include transportation revenues from those pas-
sengers it estimates were attracted to Amtrak as a result of the
provision of diners and lounges;

® Amtrak, when cars are available, to provide “first class
lounge service for sleeping car passengers . . . on long-distance
trains when more than one first class car is operated;”

® Amtrak “to restore the important Chicago connection from
the eastbound ‘Southwest Ltd.” to the ‘Lake Shore Ltd.” . . . by
advancing the schedules of the southbound ‘Pacific Inte}rnationa]
/‘Coast Starlight’ and the eastbound ‘Southwest Ltd.” approxi-
mately 45 minutes;”’

® “Amtrak to reconnect the (eastbound) ‘Cardinal’ and ‘Shen-
andoah’ and to seek to improve the performance of the western
end” of the “Shenandoah’s”’ run;

® Amtrak to work to restore “downtown station facilities for
the cities in which Amtrak has abandoned downtown serviqe;”

@ Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles to oppose any project
that would reduce the rail capacity of Los Angeles Union Passen-
ger Terminal or “its ability to be converted to ‘run-through opera-
tion;’ ”’ and ;

@ provision of “adequate local transportation facilities” at all
Amtrak stations.

The NARP Board passed two resolutions primarily emphasizing
action by members, One urged members to have “historic and
architecturally important” railroad stations “placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.”

The other “resolved that, working at a national level and
through our state organizations, we will vigorously request the
exploration of ways to implement any viable alternative to
line abandonments—which ata minimum should focus on a com-
prehensive ‘railbanking’ and landbanking program at the nation-
al and state levels.”

Finally, the NARP Board agreed that, in the future “when voting
on matters” related to “Amtrak policy and operations, the
Board shall use secret ballot and no Amtrak employees shall be
present in the room other than those who are NARP Board mem-
bers.”

NARP’S 1980-1 BOARD

REGION 1: New England (7 Directors). Henry Ferne 11, Day-
break, Box 346, Wiscasset, ME 04578; Thomas A. Kenefick Ill, 483
Dickinson St., Springfield, MA 01108; Roy G. Poulsen, 1286 King-
ston Road K RI 02881; Frank T. Richardson, West Road,
PO Box 663, Manchester, VT 05254; Eugene K. Skoropowski, 24
Pine St., Melrose, MA 02176; Samuel E. Stokes Jr., Alstead, NH
03602; James M. S. Ullman, 95 E. Main St., Meriden, CT 06450.

REGION 2: New York (7 Directors). Jeffrey D. English, 286 3rd
Ave,, Troy 12182; George H. Forman, 806 Marine Trust Building,
Buffalo 14203; G.). Gerard, 75 1st Ave., Gloversville 12078; Ste-
phen Linde, 500 East 77th St., #2516, New York City 10021; George
Lovi, 71-12 Main St., Flushing 11367; Theodore Scull, 445 East 86th
St., #15-A, New York city 10028; Philip Weinberg, 34-44 82nd St.,
Jackson Heights 11372,

REGION 3: Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania (9 Directors).
Andrea S. Banks, 423 Myrtle Ave., Cheltenham, PA 19012; Paul R.
Hart, 1308 Watson St., Scranton, PA 18504; William H. Hubbard 11, -
R.D. #5, Bethlehem, PA 18015; Edwin C. Hutter, 54 Van Dyke Rd.,”
Princeton, N) 08540; Lawrence T. Joyce, Mounted Route, Enola,
PA 17025; John R. Pawson, 3505 Moreland Rd., #K-424, Willow
Grove, PA 19090; Anthony Perl, 9 Whitman St., West Orange, NJ
07052; David D. Reel, 123 N. 15th St., Camp Hill, PA 17011; Frank T.
Smith, 2226 E. Woodlawn St., Allentown, PA 18103.

REGION 4: District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia (6 Directors). John D. Heffner, 604 W. Windsor Ave., Alex-
andria, VA 22302; Joseph F. Horning Jr. (Treasurer), 1730 Rhode
Island Ave., NW, Suite 714, Washington, DC 20036; Lorena F.
Lemons, 14653 Tynewick Terrace, Silver Spring, MD 20906; Bonni
McKeown, 512 Burlew Drive, Charleston, WV 25302; Glen Men-
dels, 5733 Rockspring Rd., Baltimore, MD 21209; George Tyson
(Secretary), 1825 N. Forest Park Ave., Baltimore, MD 21207.

REGION 5: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee (6 Direc-
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tors). Lawrence E. Brennan, 1647 Mallory St., Jacksonville, FL
32205; Charles A. Dunn, 1131 Catalonia Ave., Coral Gables, FL
33134; James R, Herron, 2016 N. Village Ave., Tampa, FL 33612;
John R. Martin (President), 4183 Paran Pines Dr., NW, Atlanta, GA
30327; R. Dan Trottman, 2126 Cedarbark Lane, Birmingham, AL
35216; Ned S. Williams, PO Box 213, Sevierville, TN 37862.

REGION 6: Indiana, Michigan, Ohio (7 Directors), John Delora,
14273 Jane, Detroit, M1 48205; Michael Fugate, PO Box 131, Fair-
born, OH 45324; Howard Harding, 489 Overwood Rd., Akron, OH
44313; David Marshall, 2435 Ridgeway Rd., Dayton, OH 45419;
Nicholas Noe, 4460 Aristocrat Circle, Indianapolis, IN 46236;
George Schlaepfer, 14232 Brentwood Ave., Livonia, M| 48154;
Wwilliam Snorteland, 2122 Overbrook Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107.

REGION 7: lllinois, Wisconsin (6 Directors). Ronald Peck
Boardman Jr., 338 Board of Trade, Chicago, IL 60604; James Clark,
R.R.#2, Galena, IL 61036; George E. McCallum, Dept. of Econom-
ics, St. Norbert College, DePere, W1 54115; ). Michael Morrison,
7306 N. Ashland Ave., #1-D, Chicago, IL 60626; David A. Schwen-
gel, 615 Decorah Rd., West Bend, W1 53095; Ronald VanderKooi,
9656 South Seeley, Chicago, IL 60643. .

REGION 8: lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South
Dakota (3 Directors). Brian Cutter, 7114 Newton Ave. South, Min-
neapolis, MN 55423; Launcelot Erickson, PO Box 3182, Omaha, NE
68103; Catherine Johnson, 242 Ferson Ave., lowa City, 1A 52240,

REGION 9: Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas (ex-
cept El Paso) (5 Directors). Ron Coffman, 2752 W. Eubanks, Okla-
homa City, OK 73112; Tom S. Matney, 12207 Old Oaks, Houston,
TX 77024; John A. Mills, 2825 Burnett Rd., Topeka, KS 66614; M.D.
Monaghan, PO Box 40609, Garland, TX 75040; Bill Pollard, 413
Brahma St., Conway, AR 72032.

REGION 10: Colorado, Utah, Wyoming (1 Director). G. Alvin
Williams Jr., 3065 S. Flamingo Way, Denver, CO 80222,

REGION 11: Arizona, New Mexico (plus El Paso) (1 Director).
Charles Montooth, Taliesin West, Scottsdale, AZ 85258.

REGION 12: California, Hawaii, Nevada (9 Directors). George
Falcon, 9648 Odessa Ave., Sepulveda, CA 91343; Robert W,
Glover, 832 Elizabeth St., San Francisco, CA 94114; John H. Kirk-
wood, 1635 Green, San Francisco, CA 94114; Arthur Lloyd, 20
Arapaho Court, Portola Valley, CA 94025; Dan Lovegren, 2012 N.
Rosemont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90026; Helen R. Nelson, 125
Stonecrest Dr., San Francisco, CA 94132; Ed ). Von Nordeck, PO
Box 2768, Riverside, CA 92516; Robert A. Ramsay, PO Box 385,
Arcadia, CA 91006; Stanley C. Sofas, 436 Stanley Drive, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105.

REGION 13: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington (3
Directors). Kenneth McFarling, 7417 SE 20th Ave., Portland, OR
97202; Paul H. Phillips, W. 1609 6th Ave., #15, Spokane, WA 99204;
George Starr, 909 NE 114th Ave., Portland, OR 97220.

AT-LARGE (10 Directors). Peter B. Bell, 1913 23rd St.,, NW,
Washington, DC 20008; Edward H. Bennett Jr., 332 S. Michigan
Ave., Chicago, IL 60604; F. Travers Burgess, 317 N. 11th St., St.
Louis, MO 63101; Dorothy Eweson, Larger Cross Roads, Far Hills,
NJ 07931; Raymond E. Hannon, PO Box 6228, Dallas, TX 75222;
Oliver Jensen, PO Box 620, Fenwick, Old Saybrook, CT 06475;
Henry Luce lll, Time & Life Building, New York City, NY 10020;
Lee E. Mcllvaine, 900 Brookwood Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32207;
Thomas C. Southerland Jr., 282 Western Way, Princeton, NJ 08540;
Rogers E.M. Whitaker, Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd St., Box 23,
New York City, NY 10036.

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

CITIZENS FOR RAIL CALIFORNIA. Greg Thompson, President,
8429 Via Mallorca, #110, Lajolla, CA 92037,

GEORGIA ARP. Chuck Till, President, 1202-B Pine Grove Ave.,
NE, Atlanta, GA 30319.

ILLINOIS ARP. ). Michael Morrison, President (NARP—Region
70
IOWA-NEBRASKA ARP. Launcelot Erickson, Pres, (NARP—
Region 8).

KENTUCKY ARP. David H. Hodson, Director, PO Box 17091,
Louisville, KY 40217,

LOUISIANA ARP. Zane G. Katsikis, President, PO Box 30353,




New Orleans, LA 70190.

MASSACHUSETTS ARP. Peter I. Roehm, Chairman, PO Box
2311, Boston, MA 02107.

MICHIGAN ARP. John Guidinger, Chairman, 515 Garfield,
Jackson, Ml 49203.

MINNESOTA ARP. James G. Otto, President, PO Box 375,
Minneapolis, MN 55440. }

MISSOURI-KANSAS RAIL PASSENGER COALITION (MOKS-
RAIL). Peter Van Zanten, Chairman, PO Box 1192, Kansas City,
MO 64141.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ARP. Dwight O. Sargent, Chairman, PO Box
851, Hanover, NH 03755.

NEW JERSEY ARP. Anthony Perl, President, PO Box 311, West
Orange, NJ 07052.

NEW YORK NARP. Stephen Linde, Chairman (NARP—Region
2).
OHIO ARP. Thomas R. Pulsifer, President, PO Box 653, Xenia,
OH 45385.

OKLAHOMA PASSENGER RAIL ASSOCIATION (OPRA). Roger
E. Carter, President, 1120 South 21st St., Chickasha, OK 73018.

OREGON ARP. Richard Carlson, President, PO Box 2772, Port-
land, OR 97208. :

PENNSYLVANIA: KEYSTONE ARP. Lawrence T. Joyce, Chair-
man, PO Box 426, Harrisburg, PA 17108.

RAIL PASSENGER ASSN OF THE SOUTHWEST. Jon Messier,
President, 416 Columbia Drive, SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106.

RHODE ISLAND ARP. Marjorie Zeuch, Chairman, 39 Edythe
Street, Warwick, Rl 02889.

SOUTHEASTERN TRANSPORTATION COALITION. Henry
Divenuto, 2918 Houston Ave., Macon, GA 31206.

TEXAS ARP. James W. Hofmeister, President, PO Box 61382,
Houston, TX 77208.

VERMONT ARP. Ronald Butterfield, Chairman, R.F.D. #1, Post
Rd., Rutland, VT 05701.

WASHINGTON ARP. Paul H. Phillips, President (NARP—
Region 13).

WEST VIRGINIA: RETAIN THE TRAIN. Bonni McKeown, Coor-
dinator (NARP—Region 4).

WISCONSIN ARP. David A. Schwengel, President (NARP—
Region 7).

RiderShip/Energy COStS (cont. from page 1)

ates everything from the New Haven-Springfield runs at 38.6 to
the NY-Florida line (258.5) and the commuter-oriented NY-
Philadelphia trains (289.2).
Energy Savers

(Unless otherwise noted, percentage changes are from the
same period one year earlier. PM = Passenger-mile, i.e. one pas-
senger transported one mile. VMT = Vehicle Miles Travelled.)

Intercity bus: Feb. PM’s up 11.2%

Rail freight: Jan.-Mar. ton-miles up 10.7% (5% above the previ-
ous first-quarter record set in 1974)

Mass transit nationwide: Jan.-Mar. ridership up 6.2% (excludes
commuter rail which had a higher increase);

Intercity rail: Feb. PM’s up 2.9%, despite discontinuance of
trains that produced 9% of Amtrak PM’s in FY 1979

Energy Wasters

Intercity truck tonnage: Jan.-Mar. down 16.3%; Mar. down
23.1% (preliminary figures from American Trucking Associations)

Domestic auto sales: U.S.-built, Mar. down 18.3%; Apr. down
31%; May 1-10 down 42.8%; Imports, Apr. down 12%

Gasoline demand: April down 8.1%

Highway VMT’s: Jan.-Mar. down 2.9%; Mar. down 6.1%

Domestic airline traffic: Feb. PM’s up 0.6%; Mar. PM’s down 5%
(The Washington Post reported on Apr. 9: “Squeezed by sharply
higher fuel costs and a softening economy, most U.S. airlines are
expected to report losses in the 1980 first quarter and many will

THE ENERGY COSTS
According to the U.S. Travel Data Center, prices rose
from Mar. 1979 to Mar. 1980 as follows: gasoline 68.1%; air-
line fares 35.5%; intercity train fares 17.8%; intercity bus
fares 17.2%.

show red ink for the entire year, according to industry analysts.”
Except for Jan. 1980, when driving was up compared with an
unusually snowy Jan. in 1979, VMT’s have declined in every month
since May, 1979, when compared with the same month a year
earlier, In fact, March VMT’s were only slightly above the 1977
level (120 billion vs. 119.9 billion). The numbers, according to the
Federal Highway Administration, “support the contention that
gas prices are a major factor in energy conservation.” For many
years, VMT’s went up about 5% annually. 1973-4 saw the first drop
since World War Two; then growth resumed until Mar., 1977.

Helping the Energy Wasters

There is a trend towards relaxing weight and size restrictions
for trucks, ostensibly to save energy. The long-term impact, how-
ever, will be to enhance the competitive position of trucks against
more energy-efficient trains, raise the costs of highway mainte-
nance, and further reduce the quality of the highways. The bright
rail traffic picture of the first quarter has dramatically darkened
with the recession in recent weeks, and traffic slumps are harder
on the railroads—with heavy fixed costs that remain constant
since railroads own their rights-of-way—than on truckers, whose
contribution to right-of-way maintenance varies directly with
their traffic volume (i.e. amount of fuel they purchase).

Starting July 1, when the Maryland truck weight limit goes up
from 73,280 pounds to 80,000 pounds, the heavier trucks will for
the first time enjoy a straight shot the length of the eastern sea-
board on 1-95. lowa went up to 80,000 pounds on Apr. 13, benefit-
ing transcontinental traffic, and Georgia liberalized trucksize
restrictions at about the same time.

On Feb. 20, John Melcher (D-MT) slipped a provision through
the Senate which would force every state’s limit up to 80,000
pounds, The Washington Star said “the timing of the vote came as
a surprise to many congressional and administration officials. . .
Among those absent was Public Works Committee Chairman
Jennings Randolph (D-WV), who has traditionally sought to pro-
tect the nation’s highways. Randolph was in San Diego for a long-
planned speech before the American Road and Transportation
Builders Association. When he left for San Diego the night before
the vote, Randolph reportedly was told that the bill would not be
considered the next day.”

This Melcher amendment is part of S. 1390, the Truck Safety
Act. The House counterpart, HR 4971, is still in committee and is
expected to be silent on truck weights. Any House-Senate con-
ference is not expected before the last week in June and probably
not until September,

In April, the Highway Users Federation released a study indi-
cating the 7,737 miles of Interstate highway already “worn-out”
would cost $2.3 billion to rebuild and that “the average annual
cost for repairing future deficiencies (ed. in the Interstate system
alone) would be $973 million in 1979 dollars.” Federation Presi-
dent Peter G. Koltonow said: “In spite of the billion-dollar-a-year
need for rehabilitation, the Administration has requested and
Congress has provided only about a quarter of that in the current
and recent fiscal years.” (Traffic World, Apr. 14, p. 88)

Koltonow may be laying the groundwork for a major assault by
the highway lobby on general revenues, since FY 1979 was the
first year in a decade when more money was spent from the Fed-
eral Highway Trust Fund than was received in revenues ($8.2
billion vs. $8.1 billion), and the imbalance is expected to grow.
Trust Fund revenues will decline in the future due to lower driving
levels, more efficient vehicles, and increased use of gasohol
which is exempt from the fuel tax.

The Jan. 29 Journal of Commerce reported that, as a result,
“DOT officials predict the government will place more emphasis
on maintaining portions of the 50,000-mile interstate already
built rather than financing the construction of the remainder.
‘We have to protect our $1 trillion investment in the present
system,’” a top DOT official commented.”

Meanwhile, as if on a different planet, Maryland has just let a
contract for the “‘single largest construction project in the history
of the national interstate highway system,” and Connecticut is
proceeding to widen [-91 north of Hartford. Both projects parallel
some of Amtrak’s best-served lines. More on this in the near
future.




